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under the charms of gaiety. And the scholarly
person of our day, stifling under the dense smoke
poured forth by the intellectual bonfire, finds
himself infinitely wretched.

III.    Our minds are the legitimate or illegiti-
mate children of those that have preceded them.
Products   of   their   predecessors,   they   preserve
visible or mysterious traits of these forerunners.
Cerebral labour begins with appropriation and
not with creation.    Pedagogy aims only at facili-
tating  intellectual  digestion.   The  thoughts  of
our lives are often only the products of well or
badly performed digestion.

We are often ignorant of our ancestors, but
they exist nevertheless. Our sensations, and
sometimes our feelings, are, therefore, only the
sensations and the feelings of our masters.

IV.    Here is a gay people,  with a pleasant
philosophy.    It is regarded as a generous provider
of remedies for the embittered moods from which
its neighbours are suffering.    We attribute to this
people the most cheerful, the most harmonious
conception of life.    This people  is the French
nation.    Yet we need only pause before its re-
presentative minds to see that they are corroded
by every evil, beginning with that of thought and
ending with that of love.    Whether it is Taine,